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  March 12, 2020 

Dear Arsenal Family, 
 
We take player safety and health very serious.  Please know that the U.S. Soccer Development Academy has 
suspended all Boys' and Girls' regular season matches through the end of April, and canceled the 2020 Allstate 
Development Academy Spring Cup to be held April 29-May 4 in Kansas City, Mo. and Greensboro, N.C., as a 
precaution against the spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19). This decision was made in order to limit potential 
exposure to the Coronavirus and to best protect the health and well-being of all individuals participating or 
attending DA fixtures and events.  The ECNL and ECRL have not made us aware of any changes as of the 
morning of March 12th.  
 
As far as non-DA teams, our coaches have been directed to defer to each individual tournament or governing 
association regarding postponement.  Arsenal will mirror the position of each individual tournament and 
governing association.   
 
Practices will continue until further notice.  Please monitor your Team Playmetrics or communication app for 
updates. We would ask that teams refrain from pre/post game or practice huddles where hands are all placed on 
top of each other. If needed, an elbow bump or foot-to-foot low five is preferred to encourage teammates, 
opponents and referees. Also, any player showing signs of illness, is excused and advised to remain at home. 
Please, let your coach know and the absence will be excused. Here is a link to the NCAA tips for athletes and 
personnel: https://ncaaorg.s3.amazonaws.com/ssi/infect/CoronaAthletes.pdf.  We encourage all our athletes to 
read and put into practice their recommendations. Please, ensure that all your gear, including goalkeeper gloves, 
are cleaned regularly until this issue is resolved.  
 
We are monitoring the situation and taking the advice of the both the CDC and the California Department of 
Public Health. Attached you will find a Gathering Guide from the California DPH.  Please take the time to read 
it and put into practice the advised actions, such as social distancing and safer gathering best practices.   
 
Thank you for your commitment to Arsenal, your player and the health and safety of our community. 
Go Gunners, 
PJ Brown 
 
Vice President of Soccer Operations 


